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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C § 133) 
Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 October 1999 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-28 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1^5 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim(s) 17-28 is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 6z16 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) ^ Claims 1-28 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved. 

12) ^ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 3) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d). 

a)D All b)IS] Some * 0)0 None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been: 
1.S received. 

2. n received in Application No. (Series Code / Serial Number) __ . 

3. n received in this National Stage application from the International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. & 1 1 9(e). 

Attachment(s) 

15) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 18) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

1 6) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review {PTO-948) 1 9) □ Notice of Infomnal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

17) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 20) O Other: 
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PTO-326 (Rev. 3-98) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 3 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-5 are drawn to a method for circumferential welding, classified in class 
228, subclass 254. 

II. Claims 6-28 are drawn to an apparatus for circumferential welding classified in 
class 228, subclass 44.5. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions Group I and Group II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 

inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 

by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 

to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 

welding can be performed by hand. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 

for Group I is not required for Group II, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 

proper. 

During a telephone conversation with Marcia Kelbon on 7-5-00 a provisional election 
was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group II, claims 6-28. Affirmation of 
this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 1-5 are 
withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being dravm to a 
non-elected invention. 
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Priority 



Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an application 
filed in Canada on 9-99. It is noted, however, that applicant has not filed a certified copy of the 
Canadian application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 



The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance with 37 
CFR 1 .67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is required. See 
MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration is defective because: 

It does not identify the foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate on which 
priority is claimed pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55, and any foreign application having a filing 
date before that of the application on which priority is claimed, by specifying the 
application number, country, day, month and year of its filing. 



The information disclosure statement filed 6-19-00 (paper #2) fails to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because it does not accurately list the 
publication date. It has been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein 
has not been considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission 
of any item of information contained in this information disclosure statement or the submission 
of any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determining compliance 
with the requirements based on the time of filing the statement, including all certification 
requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1.97(e). See MPEP § 609 H C(l). 



Oath/Declaration 



Information Disclosure Statement 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 6-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. The claim is unclear if the controller also coordinates the movement of the 
rotational speed of the pipe support. 



Claims 6-16 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 
Claims 17-28 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art of record 
does not suggest or teach a apparatus for circumferential welding a curved pipe, particularly 
using a rotatable drive and extended arm. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Yamashita et al. (4,948,027) and Jespersen (3,585,345) are cited of interest. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jonathan Johnson whose telephone number is 703-308-0667. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7AM-5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Pat Ryan can be reached on 703-308-2383. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-7718 for regular 
communications and 703-305-5885 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 





July 18, 2000 



Patrick Ryart 
Supervisory Patent £mmBt 
Tachnology Center 1700 



